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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------""'"
news release
HOUSE PASSES TRANSPORTATION APPROPRIATIONS CONFERENCE REPORT
For Immediate Release
25 October 1995
For further information contact:
202-225-2531
WASHINGTON, DC - - 15th District Representative Kika de la
Garza announced today that the House this afternoon passed the
conference report on H R 2002, the Transportation Appropriations
Act for Fiscal Year '96. The measure provides a total of $37.5
billion for transportation programs.
Of specific interest to South Texas is the $750,000 contained
in the legislation providing money to U S - Mexico border states to
ensure the safety of increased traffic. Under NAFTA, restrictions
along the U S - Mexico border will be significantly reduced in mid-
December of this year. At that time trucks from the U S and Mexico
will have reciprocal access to any border state of the two nations.
The $750,000 funding is to assist the states with their motor
carrier safety programs. The U S Department of Transportation will
decide how the $750,000 is to be distributed among the border
states.
"This money will be very helpful in making certain that the
highest safety standards are maintained and that inspectors are
able to do their jobs to the best of their ability" Congressman de
la Garza stated.
The South Texas Congressman went on to say that states will
also be interested in knowing that the measure authorizes the
release of $17.5 billion from the Highway Trust Fund in FY 96 for
the federal-aid highway program, which provides formula and other
grants for the construction and repair of the interstate highway
system and other primary and secondary roads and bridges.
It should also be noted that this agreement appropriates no
funding in FY 1996 for specific highway or surface transportation
demonstration projects.
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